Great Decisions 2025
March 24 -The Future of NATO and European Security
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European Options (from reader), should the U.S. withdraw from NATO or Article 5 Commitment:
1. Seek to fill in gaps in military capacity the U.S. departure creates.
2. Build a functional European defense in the EU, along with UK, Turkey, & Norway.
3. Create a “Best of the West” security alliance to include Japan, Australia, and other countries. 
4. Concede a Russian sphere of influence outside Russia’s territorial boundaries.
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Supplementary Videos:
· Former Dutch Parliament Member Gert-Jan Segers (Feb 18, 2025), “Across the Atlantic:  NATO from a European Perspective” (1:20:40, but his speech runs 8:15-30:20, followed by Q&A).  He says, “Europe is in a state of shock, grief, and fear.”  See https://www.youtube.com/live/hvSfHe3qd8Y?t=104s 
· NATO, (mid-2024), “What is NATO?  All You Need to Know” (8:00).  See https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nHgeFm9kfog  
· Infographics (Mar 19, 2025), “WORLD WAR 3!  THIS is the FIRST step” (13:29) – An alarmist view of the worst scenario if Trump continues to follow Putin’s playbook.  See https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U9n5RMazUfY 
· French Public Broadcasting with James Townsend, Jr. (Mar 20, 2025), “Giving up U.S. NATO command in Europe would give Russia the chance 'to make a lot of mischief'” (8:35).  See https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yvKTzkPERz4 
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Graph 4 : Defence expenditure as a share of GDP (%)

% (based on 2015 prices and exchange rates)
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Note: Figures for 2024 are estimates
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Graph 6 : Defence expenditure
(billion US dollars, based on 2015 prices and exchange rates)
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