Great Decisions 2025
March 17 – India:  Between China, the West, & the Global South

India’s Goals:
· Autonomy from Great Powers – Multi-Alignment
· Non-Western, but not Anti-Western
· Voice/Leader of the Global South
· Permanent seat at the UN Security Council, along with Brazil, Germany & Japan – Blocked by China

India’s Advantages:
· Most populous national and largest democracy
· 75-year history of non-alignment, leader of Non-Aligned Movement
· 5th largest economy
· Favorable trade and strategic position straddling the Arabian Sea and Bay of Bengal
· Member of BRICS Alliance (Brazil, Russia, India, China & South Africa)
· 2nd largest military, professional – World’s largest weapons importer by value
· Diaspora – Largest and highest-earning Asian-American group in U.S. (4.4 mil) 

India’s Disadvantages:
· Deep inequality
· Half of the population lives by subsistence agriculture
· Inefficient bureaucracy
· Small manufacturing sector
· Overeducating its population (2/3 of educated youth unemployed)
· Conflict with neighbors China and Pakistan

India’s Opportunities:
· Robust science & technology foundation
· Favorable foundation for green transition, particularly solar power
· Step up manufacturing as China’s declines, stimulating export-led growth


Supplementary Videos:
· DW News (German Public Broadcasting, 2024) “India vs. China:  What’s really behind their rivalry” (15:30) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yeXzB53Xu08 
· India Today (3/6) “Fareed Zakaria on Trump Tariffs” (11:55, but start at 4:38) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=swwXHj_xdTM 
· Vantage with Palki Sharma (3/11) “India Rejects Trump’s Claims of Cutting Tariffs ‘Way Down’” (7:19, but stop at 5:20) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UcgQSN72bEQ 
· Peter Zeihan (1/1/24) “India, After America (8:34) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=41AEoEkgDm0&t=2s 
· U.S. Army War College Professor Dr. Patrick Bratton (2/24) – Great Decisions Lecture (53:20, but start at 10:28) https://www.youtube.com/live/ZBQlFWH4GeM?t=628s 
