Great Decisions 2025
March 3 - America at a Global Crossroads

Four Foreign Policy Ideologies

Conservative Realpolitik or Realism – World is Anarchic
· Ranks Countries by Military Might
· Focus on High Politics (armed conflict, military alliances, arms races)
· No Permanent Allies, Expectation of War
· Mercantilist – Rejection of Free Trade

Liberal Internationalism – Sees Peace as Natural State
· Emerged from the Enlightenment
· 1st Attempt - Woodrow Wilson’s League of Nations 
· Believes Conflicts are Resolvable through Negotiation via Institutions
· Democracies and Trading Partners Won’t War with One Another

Neo-Conservatism (Neo-Cons) – U.S. is Indispensible World Leader
· Old Marxist Theory that Migrated to GOP after 9/11
· All Great Powers are Threat to U.S. Supremacy
· Invade Middle Powers to Liberate for Democracy
· High-Risk/High-Cost Strategy

America First (Isolationism)
· Adversaries aren’t Bad, Just Self-Interested
· Allies aren’t Weak, so should be Less Dependent on U.S.
· Non-Interventionist
· Mercantilist – Use of Tariffs and Trade Wars for Leverage


Supplementary Videos:
· PBS News Hour (2/21) with David Brooks & Jonathan Capehart (11:09, but stop at 5:00) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WE8JGCNJYmA 
· Peter Zeihan (1/27) – Dollar Diplomacy - “The End of Bipartisan Foreign Policy” (6:18) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mw6aCEoGZp8
· Fareed Zakaria (2/10) warns, “There’s a real cost to Trump’s head-spinning moves.” (10:21, but start at 5:50 with Richard Haass) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P1re1D6Nz58 
· Fareed Zakaria (2/20) – “Breathtaking Reversal in U.S. Foreign Policy” (9:56, but start at 4:42) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=broLioiMqtY 
· TED Explains the World with Ian Bremmer (2/24) – “Trump, Europe, Ukraine, and the Uncertain World Order” (1:02:24)
